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IxR. ii. 9, 19, & 21. Wherefore I will we 
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| n in Cambridge. 


An Appeal te the Conſciences of a 
degenerate People, for the Vindication 
of G OD*s Proceedings with them. 
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plead with you, ſaith the Lox D, and with| | 
your childrens children ill I piead. | 
Haſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelf, in that 
thou haſt forſaken the Loxr thy God, when 
he led thee by the way. | 
T planted thee a noble Vine, wwhclly a right 
ed: How then art thou turned into the 
degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine unto me. 


0 — — — ———ů——˖ — ————— V 


20 


—ä—— —— — — — 


BOSTON in New-Fxcar.anm :* 
Printed for Samver Grarisy, wm Corn- hill. 
5 | ö 


& - 
3 * 
= ” 4 
, ? 8 70 
: 4 
1 — 
* — 
A 3 — — * — 5 | 
K 7 * ES — 2 Wag "I We” 3 e 9 — *. — — 
7 —_ ena ar 2 — 2 p og 5. + — — — — * 
n 8 6 — 23 — — td — 2 a «bb 1 — - A 8 on _ : Pg” 5 — = 20 * Bo 6 * 
f 8 X : 8 — ho _— — —  — — —  — — —— — — — n r — f 1 — — 2 — 2 
e AS © r 8 DOE TEC —_—— — . — re = 2 ers 
29 98 23 —— wo - _ 8 N - — Ls — . 
4 50 . 1 * TY 8 5 0 r _ AP 1 4 RE, — 
* 3 — 3 . 1 3 ina ious lame i " 5 4 2 1 "oF 
. AST. n n 8 12 yy o * 8 
. 3 = LS eee < i 
np D OS q We et r 2 ee 35 r 1 2.5 a _— - x 
FF 3 r {tl Ga o EH Me Y IN ; r ON A EE NTY DE SIE ET + 
S ö org 7 5 i [OE os 2 . 
* N e e IE Con ICY 5h) 44 s 8 2 FX Sno RG 5 Ps » 15S 
r , SN NS "WV. e e F | 
8 8 7 * N " i C 2 . — 40 WS oF kv at 
15 — I) Rr HOES SE A n n you © EIS * Warns 6 2 
5. os 2% S — SHINS WRT A OS Ras 12 * = . 
py * = 8 n i Kio \ 3 [4 of n 
GAS 7 8 £ 
n _ N 1 =» x8" 2 
LG ts 1 n " ACT) ak Is ws 
f ** RJ 9 4 =. AY 4 
4 2 BY 1 : : SALE F þ 7 2 * =o . * by 
£ — x * = * Wer 4 
„ * 1 27 
# * 
* 1 . a 
9 


4 * 

h 

, 1s 2 2 

0] | . ® 

* 
hs, 
. 
> 
: * 
* 
= 
© 
« 
- * 
77 by * 
7 
: 
4) 
1 - 
o - 
4 2 
# 
, 8 7 
6 7 5 
* 


pe * . Ad 


mn 9% » 


— * ©4500 n 
CK . 
1 n 
e S 
7 A. PS n 
3 e 
2 TE n 
1 * 8 ns 
* 2 . ſe. 
, 3 


N MEL > 


AN | 


Appeal tothe Conſciences 


Degenerate People. 


OF A 


ISSSIISISISIOUSISSEIIICTS 


ISAIAH V. 3, 4, $3 -- 


And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of 


Judah, judge I pray you, betwixt me and my 
vine yard. What could have been done more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done in it? Wherefore 


when I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 


brought it forth wild grapes? And now go to; 
4 will tell you what TI will do to my vineyard ; I 
will take away the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be 
eaten up: and break down the wall „ and it 
Hall be troden down. And I will lay it waſte, &c. 


U R Saviour has accommodated this Pa- 
Jam the true Vine, and my Father is 


the Husbandman. Every branch in ne 
that beareth not fruit, he taketh ay; 


and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 


hat it may bring forth more fruit. I am the Vine, 


ye are the branches; he that abideth in ne, and [ 
% him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for 
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rable to the Chriſtian Church, Joh. 15. 1. 
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without me ye can do Nothing. Ia man abide 
not in me; be is caſt forth as a branch, that is wi. 


thered, and men gather them, and caſt them into 


the fire, and they are burned, Now in both theſe 
Caſes, with reſpect both to Zews and Chriſtiaus, 
*tis ſuppoſed, that G O D the Husbandman, and 
Loxp of the Vineyard, which is his Church, and Co- 
venant- People, hath done all that is requiſite for him 
to do, to make them fruitful, and obedient, and 
holy, in giving them his Laws, and Statutes, and 
cultivating them continually by Means, andOrdinances 
of Grace, and influences of His Spirit & Providence: ſo 
that if they are not fruitful; and ſincerely obedient 
and holy, they'l be cut off, as abominable and wi- 
thered branches, and laid waſte by the juſt Judg- 
ment of GOD; GOD and his Throne will be guilt- 
leſs, and clear of their ruine, they themſelves being 
judges. Judge, I pray you, betwixs me and my vince 
yard: what could have been done more to my Vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it? Wherefore when 
I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, brought 
it forth wild grapes ? &c. 1 1 


Fon che more diſtinct handling of this Text, I ſhall 


| ſpeak to it under the following Obſervations. 


1: Tur the Church of GOD is here, and in ſe- 
veral other places of Scripture, ſet forth under 
the figure of a Vineyard. : 


2. GOD does for His people all that is r-quiſire 
| for Him to do in the way of Mears, for their 
| ſpiritual and eternal Good and Salvation. 


3. GOD's People many times abuſe His Grac?, 
and fruſtrate His juſt Expectation, and by cor- 
rupting their ways, and {inning againſt Him, ex- 
poſe themſelves to His Anger & Judgment. 


4. Warn they do fo, they may expect Pee, 
and Judgment ; for GOD will certainly bring it 
upon them. 5: Uros 


< » 2 My my — my tas 6 hon 


5. Uyon the whole, GOD z2ppeals to Men them- 

ſelves, to judge of the goodneſs, and righte- 

ouſneſ5 of His Proceedings, and of the Ingratitude, 
Unreaſonableneſs, and Iniquity of their own. 


OkszR. I. Tur the Church of GOD #5 here, 
and in ſeveral other plates of Scripture, compared 
to a Vineyard. i e 


4 


As a Vineyard is a place, that the Owner takes 


peculiar care of, fancing it, and tilling it, planting 


and pruning, and looking after it continually,, that ſo 
he may reap the fruit of it; ſo GOD takes care of 
His Church, and People. Thus He did of the Jewiſh 
People, His firſt Vineyard, fencing them in, by Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances, and ſeparating them from other 
Nations, driving out the Heathen Nations from a- 


_ mongſt them, and planted them à noble Vine, as Jer. 


2.21. He ſet up His Tabernacle and Temple, which 
was His Tower,amongft them, and He expected with 
good reaſon the genuine fruit of His care, and of all 
the means He uſed with them. Thus *tis ſaid, Pſal. 


80. 8. Thou haft brought a Vine out of Agypt, Thou 
haſt caſt out the Heathen, and planted it, thou pre- 


faredſi room before it, and didſt cauſe it to take deep 
root, and it filled the Land. And ver. 14. Return we 
beſeech thee, O God of hoſts ! Look down from hea- 
den, aud behold, and viſit this vine, aud the vine- 
yard, which thy right hand harh planted. AH 
which is thus expreſſed in the verſe preceeding my 


Text, My well beloved haih a Vineyard, in a very 


jruirful Hill, aud he fenced it, and gathered out rhe 
Stones thereof, and planted it with the choiteſt Vine, 
and built a Tower in the midſt fit, that is for de- 


fence and proſpet ; and alſo made a uine-preſi 


herein; and he looked that it ſhould bring forth 
rapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. Our 
aviour uſeth the fame Similitude, in Aſatth. 21. 33. 


where he compares the Jewiſh Church to a Vineyard, 


and in His Parable, ſets forth what GOD had done 
for them, and what He expected from them, and _ 
they 


of 4 Jegenerate People. 85 8 
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they fruſtrated His Expectation, and abuſed His Grace 

and Patience, and what Revenge and Judgment was 
to follow upon' it. In the fore- mentioned 15th 
of John, Chriſt declares Himſelf to be the true Vine, 


and His profeſſing People as branches in Him, whom 


He laboyrs to purify and cleanſe, by His Word and 


Ordinances, and the influences of His Spirit ; and if 


they bear fruit, He purges them, that they may bring 
forth more fruit; but if they fruſtrate His Expecta- 
tion, and abuſe His Grace, and the Means He uſeth 
are, loſt upon them, they'l be ſeparated from the 
Vine, caſt forth as viithered branches, and delivered 
to the burning flame. But I ſhall inſiſt no further 
upon this Similitude,, 7p ; 


Ozszs. II. Twar GOD does for His Church 
and People, all that is requiſite for Him to do in 
the way of Means, for their Spiritual and Eterual 

Good and Salvation. r 


Tauvs GOD expreſſeth it by the Prophet, Vat 
could have been done more io my Vineyard that I have 
not done in it? He fhexweth his Word unto Facob, 
His Statutes and his Fudgments unto Iſrael, he hath 


not dealt ſo wich any Nation. And the Apofile 


obſerves, Rom. 9. 4. To them pertained the Adoption, 
and the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 
the Law, and the Service of God, and the Promiſes. 

The Apoſtle to the Hebrews lays expreſly of the eu- 
1% Patriarchis, That they counted themſtbves ſirangers 
on Farth, and by faith ſought after an heavenly City, 
prepared for them: which implies, that GOD afforded 
them ſufficient Means to attain it. And if this was 
the Cale of thoſe that lived under the Old Teſta- 

ment, *tis much more fo of thoſe that live under 

the New; under which, there is much greater Light, 

and clearer revelation of Spiritual and Eternal things, 

a more ſpiritual Worſhip and Ordinances, Laws, and 

Statutes ; and more pleatiful out- pouring & aſſiſtan- 

ces of the Spirit accompanying them: all which have 
far better tendency, and ſtronger vexige to Pen 
| 55 en 4 
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Men, and qualify them with divine Endowments, and 


fit them for that eternal State of worſhipping and 
ſerving GOD, in a better World. So that af GOD 


ſaid of the Fews, that He had done all thas was 
requiſite for Him to do for them, under that Diſpen- - 


fation, He may much more ſay concerning Chriſtians, 
who are under a Covenant eſtabliſhed upon better 
Promiſes, better Rules and Laws, and greater Aſſiſtan- 
ces of the Spirit ef GOD, and has therefore a nearer 
relation to Heaven, and a ſtronger Efficacy to pre- 
pare Men forHeaven, whereGOD is indeed worſhipped 
in Spirit and Truth, and ſerved without wearinels or 
reluctancy, where ſin and ſorrow ſhall flee away, and 


everlaſting joy {ets upon the faces of all thoſe that enter 


there. So that the Apoſtle might well ſay, as he does, 
Heb. 11. 40. That God hath provided better things 
for us, than for them. If we have a better Sacrifice 
for fin, better hopes, better 2 better helps 
and aſſiſtances, better rules and laws, all which have 
a better tendency to bring us to GOD and Heaven, 
we are certainly under a much better and more ex- 
cellent Diſpenſation : ſo that GOD may well fay 
concerning us Chriſtians, What could have been done 
more for my Vineyard, that I have not done in it? 

It was never GOD's Way from the beginning of the 
World to force Men's Obedience to Him by any Me- 


thods inconſiſtent with a State of Trial, which Men 


have always been under, and always will be in this 
World, If He provides for us, the beſt hopes and en- 
couragements, the beſt external helps and aiſiftznces, 
and the beſt rules and commands, and offers to us 
the internal Aſſiſtance of His holy Spirit; ſurely th is 
is enough to render us inexculable, and to acquit 
GOD of our Deſtruction, if after all we periſh. It 
muſt be ſaid as in Hol. 12.9. O Frael, theu halt de- 
ſtroyed thy ſelf. If GOD has done all thoſe things 
for us, certainly He has done all that is requiſite for a 
wiſe Goyernour to do, with regard to Means, in order 
to our Salvation. And moreover, this is all of His 
divine Grace, & unmerited Favour ; by which He deſerves 
the beſt returns of Duty, Honour and Obedience. 

E pi CERTAINLY 
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CxxrAINLT then He ſtands clear of our Ruin; 
and if it comes after all, will come of our ſelves, our 
own folly and neglect. For wherefore has GOD 
ſhewn us all His Truth & Grace? Why has He ſent 
His Son, to die for our Sins? His Goſpel to call us to 
Repentance and Obedience, and to offer us Pardon and 
Eternal Life ; His Spirit to ſtrive with us, with much 
Patience & Long-ſuffering? Does He not deſign our 


Spiritual good and Eternal Salvation in all this? And 


can we our ſelves deviſe any better Method for this End 
than He has choſen ? Judge, I pray you, between God 
and your ſelves : what could He have done more for 
you, in the way of Means, than that which He hath 
done ? However finful Men may trifle with GOD, 
GOD don't trifle with them; He is ſerious and in 


8 Earneſt, in all that He does for them; He rea- 


fonably looks for fruit from us, and counts that we 
deſpiſe the riches of His Grace and Long-fuffering ; 
if it don't lead us to Repentance and Reformation. 


OsskR. III. Tmar GO Ds People many times 
abuſe His Grace, and fruſtrate His juſt Expectation, 
and by corrupting their ways, and ſinning againſt 
GOD, expoſe themſelves to His holy Anger and 
Judgment. 9 55 e 


Mx don't fence and plant and cultivate their 
round for Nothing, but they look for fruit. When 
0b does much for a Perſon or People, He expects 

anſwerable returns. Luk. 12. 48. For unto! whomſoever 
much ts given, of him much ſhall be required. The 
jews were more highly favoured by GOD, than any 


other People; but Chriſtians are more highly fa- 


voured, than they were: and as theſews abuſedGOD's 
Mercies to them, fo do Chriſtians much more, having 


greater Light & more abundant diſpenſations of divine 


Grace, GOD tells the Children of Iſrael by Moſes, 
Deut. za. how much He had done for them, and how 
they requited him; Do ye thus requite the Ford, O 
Zecliſh pecple and unwiſe | Ts not he thy father, that 


thee © 


Parw ectight tee? Hath he not made and eſtabliſhes. 
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thee ? For the Lords portion is his people, and Facob 


is the Lot of his inheritance ; he inſtructed him, and 
keps him as the apple of his Eye; he made him ride 
on the high places of the Earth: but Feſurun waxed 
Fat; then he forſook God which made him, and lightly 
efteemed the rock of his ſalvation. It is the ungrateful 
Nature of Men, to forget benefits, and to be lifted up 
with proſperity, and turn the Grace of GOD into wan- 
tonneſs. Jer. 22. 21. I pale unte thee in thy pro/- 
perity, but thou ſaidſt, Iwill not hear: this path bee! 
thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyeſt not my 
Voice. We are apt to be inſenſible of the favours i 
GOD,whilft we enjoy them: 'tis the loſs of them tha 

acquaints us with the worth of them. Hoſea 2. 8. % 
knew not, that IT gave her corn & win? : therefore gil 
Treturn, and take away my corn in the time therecf. 


How ſoon and how often did Iſrael forget GOD, 
after He had done great things to oblige them 


to his fear and ſervice? Pfal. 106. 13. They ſoon jor- 


gat bis works; they forgat God, their ſaviour, that 
had done great things for them. How ſoon did the 
Primitive Chriſtians forſake Curisr ? The Apoſtle 
complains of the Galatians, Gal. 1. 6. I marvel, that 
ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that called you into 
the Erace of Chriſt. - And Car ISH ſays to the Church 
of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4. Thou haſt left thy firſt love: 
remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do thy firſt works, or elſe Iwill come unto thee quick- 


ty, and remove thy candleſtick our of its place, except 


Hot. repent. | 

How ſoon did the Church of Carrsr in the Eaſtern 
part of the World, abuſe the Grace of Cnr ist, deſpiſe 
the plain Truth of the Goſpel,and corrupt their ways? 


which provoked GOD, to involve them in Mahomeran 


darkneſs, and deluſion, under which they remain to 
this day. How ſoon did the Weftery Church, from 
Chriſtian, turn Antichriſtian ? Defiling the Religion 
of Curisr, with the Traditions and Corruptions of 
Men, declining from the true Spirit of the Goſpel, 
both in Doctrine, Worſhip and Practice; 'til GOD 
| | 8 | gave 
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gave tkem up to ſtroug deluſions, to believe a lie. 
How ſoon are the Proteſtaut Churches corrupted ? 
How many are fallen away from the Religion of 
'Caunisr, into Atheiſtical Principles, and Practices, 
which their Fathers abhorred ? How ſoon is Nezw- 
England changed, from that Vertue and Piety which 
was loved and practiced by our Anceſtors ? A 


the Prophet's words, Hol. 14. 1. 0 Iſrael, thou haſt 


fallen by thine Iniquity. 


Tus is our Caſe ; GOD led our Fathers into this 
Wilderneſs, He drove out the Heathen before them, 
and hath turned the Wilderneſs into a fruitful field: 
He hath ſet up his Kingdom & Ordinances amongſt us, 
and given us all the Means of Grace, He ever favoured 
any People with; He hath raiſed po the Sons of this 
People,for Prophets,to preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
and break the, bread of life unto them. Is may be, there 
is no People upon Earth, that in ſo ſhort a time GOD 
has done more for, either in Spirituals or Temporals, 
than He hath done for this Land. He hath vaſtly 
multiplied our Numbers, encreaſed our Subſtance, and 
ſetled His Word and Ordinances in all Places thro? the 
Land. What could He have done more for this Vine- 
ward ? He certainly looks for fruit. GOD hath been 
ſtriving with this People by His Word and Spirit, 
Proving and pan got aud Humbling them by His 
Providences : an 
His care. and kindneſs manifeſted unto us? Indeed 
we mult ſay, that we have fallen by our Iniquities, 
from better to worſe; we have not anſwered GOD's 


juit Expectation from us; we have corrupted our 
ways, and provoked Him to Anger, as Moſes ſaid to 


T1/rael, Numb. 32. 14. Behold, ve are riſen up in your 
Fathers ſtead, an increaſe of ſinful Men, to augment 


the fierce anger of the Lord. Conſidering what 


GOD hath done for this People, He might juſtly ex- 

pect, that we ſhould be a belz2ving, — 

People, humòle and penuent, juſt and charitable, 

ſober and temperate ; clean of all the rmpurity, inſiu- 

ce it, intemperauce, & pride, which is fo ain 
| wit 


what returns have we made for all 
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with our Profeſſion, and that light and grace, He has 
avoured us with; but what profane contempt of 
GOD and CHRIST, of 1 and Eternal things, 
is prevailing among us! We are frown weary of His 
Service and Ordinances, full of Pride and Worldlineſs, 
falſchood and unrighteouſneſs : Theſe ſins, which are 


| grown ſo rife amongſt us, were what the Lozn 


oudly exclaimed againſt by His Prophets of old, 
Ho. 4. 1. The Lord hath a controverſy with the In- 
habitants of the Land, becauſe there is ne truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land: by ſwear -, 
ing, aud Pings and killing, and ſtealing, and con- 
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth 


_ blood; therefore ſhall the Land mourn, and every one 


than dwwelleth therein ſpall langueſh. | 


Ozszm. IV. Warn a People abuſe the Mercy of 
GOD, and fruſtrate His Expectation, and by cor- 
rupting their ways, and ſinning againſt GOD, ex- 
poſe themſelves to His Anger, They may expett 
Puniſhment and Fudgment ; for GOD will cer- 
tainly bring it upon them. 


Tarts is verified, by the Hiſtories Sacred and Pro- 
phane of Ages paſt, -whence it appears to have been 


 GOD's way with Man from the beginning of the 


World. GOD by the Jewiſh Prophets, threatned the 
Ten Tribes, the Babylonians, the Tyriaus, and Si- 
donians, and Ægyptiaus, with His Judgments, for their 
crying fins and abominations: all which Judgments, 
came upon them to their utter deſtruction ; ſo that 
their very Name is long ſince blotted out from the 
Earth. GOD from the beginning threaten'd the Jews 
with ruin and deſolation, and they abuled His Mercy, 
and periſhed impenitently in their ſins, and wrath is 
long ſince come upon them to the uttermoſt ; He 
threaten'd them often by His Prophets, that unleſs 
they repented & reformed, He would ſcatter them into 
all quarters of the World, and they ſhould no longer 
remain His People, but be made the contempt and 
(corn of all Nations; which is their Caſe at this da Y; 
; | an 
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and has been fo for near theſe: ſeventeen hundred 
Years. „ ö | 
Wnxxà are all the Churches of Aſia, and Africa, 
where the clear light of the Goſpel once ſhone, 
and the purity. of the Chriftian Religion was profeſſed 
and practiced ? They are generally loft in the Aa- 
bometan deluſion; and more that wear the Name of 


Cbriſtian in Greece and Armenia, have little elſe left, 


but are well-nigh dead, and very miſerable under the 


Turkiſh Yoke & Tyranny. In Europe, the Chriſtian 


profeſſion is ſtill eld, but perhaps there's no part 
of the World, at this day, that is fuller of the prattice 
of wickedneſs, and all abominations of the Earth, 
than thoſe Countries and Kingdoms, that call 
themſelves Chriſtian, and which therefore ſtand 
expoſed to the inevitable ſudgments of GOD, and 
the full Vials of His Wrath, which will be poured 
upon them for their crying Sins. The words of the 
Prophet are true in this caſe as they were in that, 
Mal. 4. 1. For, behold, the day cometh that ſhall bury 
as an Oven, and all the proud, and all that do wick- 


edly, ſall be as ſtubble ; and the day that cometh 


ſhall burn them up. 


Ws. in this Land have been lifted up to Heaven 
by Goſpel- Light and Means of Grace, G O D hath 


looked one Year after another for the fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs & Obedience from us, but we have fruſtrated 
His Expectation, as the Prophet ſays of the Lord's 
Vineyard in our Context, Ee Jooked for Fudgment, 
and behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, and behold 
a Cry. GOD has looked for better fruits from Hig 
Vineyard in this Land, than He has found: for 'tis too 
evident, that as GOD has multiplied His Mercies, 
and increaſed our. Numbers, and Subſtance, ſo we 
have increaſed our Sins, and multiplied our Tranſ- 
grefſions againſt Him, which cry aloud againſt us in 
the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth ; and the cry of our 
Sins He hath anſwered by terrible things in Righte- 
ouſyeſs. How hath He puniſhed us time after time 
by the Sword of the Wilderneſs, and by diverſe 

| | Peſtilences ? 
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peſtilences? And ſome of us He hath over-thrown by 
fire, as GOD overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah; and 


yet we have not returned unto Him. The voice of all 


His 22 has been that, Lev. 26. 23. F ye vill 
not be reformed by me, by theſe things, T will puniſh 
you yer ſeven times more for your fins. Of late the 
Lon p's Voice hath been heard, from the bowels of 
the Earth, in a terrible manner, and by Storms and 
Lightnings and 'Thunders of the Atmoſphere : and 
what is it, but the ſame with that? Amos 4. 12. 
Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael, and be- 
cauſe I will do this unto 5 to meet thy God 
O Iſrael. GOD is therefore yet ſhaking His Rod over 
us, and His Voice crieth to the Land, Wear ye the 
Rod, and him that hath appointed it. | G0] 


TR are more Sins to be puniſhed, and GOD 
has more Judgments in ſtore te puniſh them: and as 
ſurely as our Sins cry for Vengeance, ſo we ſhall be 
ſure to have it. When GOD fays, Jer. 5. 9. Shall T 
not viſit for theſe things: ſhall not my ſcul be avenged 
on ſuch a people? It intends that He ſurely will; be- 
cauſe, as I faid before, it has always been GOD's way, 
to puniſh the crying Sins of a provoking People, by 
the Judgments of His Providence ; and eſpecially to 
avenge the Quarrel of His Violated Covenant. GOD 


bas long waited for the good fruits of Repentance,and 


Goſpel-Obedience,frem His People in this Land: but 


we have revolted more and more, and the. cry of our 


iniquities, declenſions and provocations, is daily going 
up to Heaven; andGOD has ſpoken aloud to us bot 

by His Word, and many awful Providences. We are 
Tipe for Judgments, and His arrows are cn the ſtring : 
when GOD can do no more for His Vineyard in a 
way of Mercy, He'l take away the wall thereof, and 
lay it waſte. Iſai. 26. 11. Let faveur'be ſpcaued to 
the wicked, yet will he not learn righreeuſneſs : in 
ite Lend of uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly,and will 


not beheld the Majeſty of the Lord. Lord uten thy 


hand is lifted up they «vill not fee : but they ſhall ſee, 
«nd the fire of thine exemies ſhall devour them. 8 
15 1 OrsERN. 


is A Appeal 0 he Conſciences 


Opszx., V. Uron the whole, GO D appeals ro His 
People themſelves i judge of the Are and 
righieouſueſs of His proceedings ; and of the Ingra- 

titude, Unreaſonableneſs, and Iniquity of their ow. 


.. And what can be ſaid to theſe things ? can there 
be any impeachment of Soveraign Wiſdom, in put- 
ting rational Creatures upon trial of their Obe- 
dience to Him? And when in His great goodnels and 
mercy He hath done for them all that is requiſite 
ſor Him to do, toward their Spiritual good & eternal 
Salvation, and they bring forth evil fruit, and fruſtrate 
His Expectation, provoking Him to Anger by their 
continual Sins and Rebellions, deſpiſing the riches of 
His goodneſs and forbearance ; what mould GOD 
do with ſuch a Vineyard: but lay it favaſte, give it 
ever to briers and thorns, and command the clouds, 
that they rain no more rain upon it; as it is expreſſed 
in our context: that is, there is no way left, but to 
inflict Puniſhment and Judgment upon ſuch a People, 
for their Sins and Provocations. © | 


Trars always has been GOD's way, and always 
will. be; and *tis neceſſary it ſhould be ſo, when all 
other means are deſpiſed, and rendered ineffectual, un- 
Jels GOD would quit the Government gf the World, 
and leave Mankind to themſelves without His care or 
reſtraint ; which He never has yet done, and aſſures 
us He never will: but will continue His care and go- 
vernment of rational Creatures to the End of time, 
even to the laſt Fudgment, and Conflagration. Pre- 
ſumption and Obſtinacy in Sinning muſt be ſubdued 
by the affliction and deſtruction of Sinners, or the 
World would ſoon become a Wilderneſs, and the ha- 
bitation of wild Beaſts. 'Thus it is as to Mankind in 
general ; but as to His Covenant-People, His Juſtice 
and 'Truth oblige Him, to avenge the Quarrel of His 
broken Covenant, and verify the denunciations of His 
Word. And it He deligns them any good, or to con- 
tinue them, as His People, in His Covenant ; when 
other means fail, He muſt and will try them by His 

| Judgments, 
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flictions of His Wrat ng... 75 | 
Axe if Men,duly exerciſe their reaſon, they muſt 
judge that the Ways of the Loan are equal, and their 


Judgments, to reform them by puniſhment and it- 


ways are:unequal.. Ezek. 18. 23. Have I any plea- 


ſure at all that the wicked frould dy ? ſaith the Lord 
God, aud got that he ſobduld Feturn, from bis way and 
live ? get. ye ſag, the way of the Lord is nct equal : 
hear now.Q haue of I/rael; Are not my ways equal? 
are not your ways unequal 2 G O D knows the 


Juſtice of His Cauſe will appear to a judgment of rea- 


{on : therefore to that He appeals. Come now, let us 


reaſos tggesher, ſaith the Lord; aud again, renem- 


ber this, fpew your ſelves men, bring it again to mind, 
O ye tranſgreſſors : If GOD hath ſought the wel- 


fare of His People, and done all that could be expected 


from Him, for their good, both 'Temporal & Spiritual 
and Eternal; and they have abuſed His Grace, con- 


by their Sins; what ſhould He do more to them, but 
puniſh them Judicially, or reject them from being His 
eople? We reckon ſuch a proceeding highly reaſo- 


nable amongſt Men: why ſhould we not efteem it ſo 


in GOD ? Certainly, if the matter be determined by 


reaſon, we muſt judge that the ways of the Lox v are 


right, and that He is not unrighteous when He taketh 
Vengeance. TE 

Now therefore let us judge impartially, betwixt 
GOD and our ſelves ; we are His Vineyard, which 


He hath. planted in this Land; He bath done a great 
deal for us, in Temporal. and Spiritual reſpects; we 


have been a backſliding and a revolting People, and 
have forgotten the GOD that formed us: He hath ſent 
unto us His Servants the Prophets, but we have not 
hearkened to the Voice of the former Prophets. Our 
Iniquities are gone over our heads, and our Treſpaſ- 
les are grown up to the very heavens ; how ungrate- 
ful and wicked have our fruits been? Doth not he 
that pondereth the heart, conſider it? he thatkzeepetr 
thy ſoul doth he not know it? ſhall he not render to 
every one an bis works? Shall He net 

$5 | Villt 


temned His Authority, and perſiſted to provoke Him 
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viſit for theſe things, and His Soul be avenged on ſuch 

a Yeople ? In a word, GOD has been ſo kind and 
. gracious to us, and we have been ſo wicked and un- 
grateful in our returns towards him, that we muſt 
juſtify GOD, and condemn our ſelves, and judge the 
caſe for GOD, that His Judgments are true and righ- 
teous, and we have deſerved them. As in Neh. g. 33. 


Zhen art juſt in all that is come upon us : for thou 


haſt done right, but wwe have done wickedly. 
r P LICAT TO N 


sx I. W. hence learn, That his Land, at this 
day, ſtands expoſed to the fearful Tudgments of GOD. 


Ir Capernaum with the Cities of Galilee, and many 
other Places, that have been liſted up to Heaven, b 
the Light and Grace of the Goſpel, have afterwar 
been brought down to Hell, for their contempt and 
abuſe of it, where ſhall we appear ? And what may 


we expect will be our own Caſe ? When GOD ſends 


the Light of His Goſpel amongſt a People, He don't 
trifle with them, as they many times with Him. 
For unto „ pe much is given, of them much will 
be required. He that receives one Talent, ſhall anſwer 
for one, but he that receives Ten, muſt acceunt for 
Ten. GOD remembers all that He has done for Mis 


Vineyard; how juſtly He bath looked for fruit, and 


what fort of fruit it hath yielded. If His Expectations 
have been fruſtrated, and His goodneſs abuſed, He is 
at no loſs what to do to His Vineyard. 

G OD has realon to expect more than ordinary 
fruit from His Churches in this Land: what bright 


Examples of Tiety and Ferre have been ſet us? How 
evidently has Cnzisr and His Truth been fet forth 


before vs? What frequent and fervent Calls and 
Warnings have we had ? What heavenly dews of Or- 


dinances? V hat ftrivings of the Spirit? What awaken- 


ings and convictions of Providence? GOD Himſelf 
puts the Queſtion, Mat cculd have been done more 
Jer ny Vineyard © Wherefore chew I looked that it 

| frould 
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foould orivg forth grapes, brought it forrh wild 


"bearkened and heard, ſays GOD, but 


they ſpake not aright : no man repented him of his 
ewickedneſs, ſaying, What-have I dene? every one 


turned to his own courſe, '' + 


What is our faith in GOD, and obedience to Him, 


: Wu Ax ill returns have we in this Land made, for 
all the Grace and Mercy that GOD hath ſhewn us ? 


our love of CHAN TSsT and His ways; Our ſelf-denyal, 
ſincerity, purity, juſtice, and charity? Does not our 
Infidelity, and Obduracy, our contempt of Cur IST 


and His Grace; our Prophaneſs, and Drunkenels, our 


rs up Lying, and Stealing, our Worldlineſs, and 
Sz 


will it not come ? Shall not GOD recompence for 


- theſe things? Deut. 32. 18.-Of the rock that begat 


thee, thou art unmindful, and haft forgotten the God 
that formed thee ; and when the Lord ſaw it, he 
abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking 0' his ſons 


_ 


cry aloud for Vengeance againſt us? And 


and daughters ; and he ſaid, I will hide my face. 
from them, and I will ſee what their end ſpall be; 


for they are à very froward Generation, Children 
in hem is no faith. Judgment is never very far oft 


from a profeſſing and provoking People; many fins 
againſt Light 


and great ſins, ſuch as are committe 
and Grace, haften puniſhment; and if theſe fins are 
perſiſted in and augmented (which is our caſe ) No- 
thing can hinder Judgment : | Prayers and PFaſts 
wont hinder it.] None of the pretended humiliations 


and confeſſions, of hard hearts and unreformed Lives 


and unhumbled Spirits, will hinder it; but it will come. 
Deut. 32. 34. 35. 1s nos this laid up in ſtore with me, 


and ſealed up among my treaſures ? To me belongeth 
vengeance and recompence ; their foot ſhall flide in 


due time +: for the day of their calamity is at hand, 


and the things that ſhali come upon them maRe haſt. 


U'ss II. W hence learn, 6 O D ig righteous | 


in all that Fudgment and Afiiclion, 


Which bath. 
or ſhall coins upon us. * | 
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W may well make that confeſſion" in Jer, 14. 7, 
oO LORD our Iniquittes teſtify againſt:us : for our 
Backſlidings are many. ; Wwe have pe aiuſt thee. 
We are a back fliding People, & have corrupted our ways: 
GOD will do no more for us than He has done: His 
Patience is yet waiting ; if we bear fruit, well : if not, 
Hel cat us down; and we ſhall be as withered 
branches fit for nothing but the fire of His indignation. 
Ezek. 18, 24. When the righteous turner. away from: 
his righteonſneſs and committeth iniquity, an his ſins. 
that he hath finned, in them ſhall he dy. Are not 
my ways equal, O houſe of Vrael, are not your ways 
wnequab.? ? | SE | 

GOD has already puniſhed. us many ways, by Sword, 11 
and Heſtilence, and Fire, and conſumption of ihe fruits 
of the Earth ; and we have a great deal of reaſon to 
juſtify Him, in all that He has done, and to ſay as in 
Mic. 9. 9. J will bear the sndignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I have ſinned againſt him: And as in Ezra 
9.13. After all that is come upon u5 for our evil deeds, 
thou our God haſt puniſped us leſs than our iniquities 
deſerve. And now we are {till going on augmenting 
our Sins, and our Guilt : Do not Drunkeneſs, Unclean- 
neſs, Caverouſreſs, Lying, Falſe-Swearing, Cheating, 
Extorb ion, ↄroſane Curſing, Sabbath- breaking, Contempi 
of GO D, and holy Things, abound every Day, and 
increaſe more and more? Have we not ſeen it, and 
known ir our ſelves, and does not GOD know it, 
and ſec it, as well as we? And 'if He has viſited for 
theſe things, will He not further do it; and will He 
not be very righteous. and holy in ſo doing? For as 
I before obſerved, He muſt abandon His Covenant, 
and give up the Government. of reabonable Creatures, 
if He don't puniſh fin, and purge out wickedneſs by 
Judgment: therefore this has always been His way, 
and always will be fo ; when His Mercy is abuſed, and 
His Patience deſpiſed, the Penalties of His violated . 
Law muſt be executed. = Ss | 

Wi muft therefore put our hands upon our Mouths, I 
forbear all Murmurs and Complaints, juftify GOD in that 
His Judgments, prepare to meet Him, and confeſs no 

: | to 
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to the glory of G O P, and our ewn ſhame, as in 
Dan. 9. 4. O LORD, the great and dreadful GOD, 
keepiug the Covenaus and Mercy to them that love. 
thee ; ave have finned, and committed-iniguity, and 
doue very wickedly, by departing from thy precepts.; - 
neither have wwe hearkened to thy ſervants. the pro- 
phets, which ſpake in thy: Name. 10 all 3he people. of 
rhe Land: O Lord, eee auto thee, 
but unto us confuſion of face, ecau{e of the rreſpaſs. 
xe haue treſpaſſed againſt the. 


U'sz ILL WI bave 90 qther way 10 Prevent: . 
the firokes of Divine Fudgment, . tus, by our Reforma- 
tion, and bringing forth . meet ſon Repentance.. 

W may'nt truſt to our external humiliations, days 
of Faſting & Prayer: for they won't turn away GO D' 
Anger, without real Repentance and Reformation of 
Heart and Life. Iſai. 1. 15. hes ye ſpread forth. your 
hangs, Twill hide mine Eyes from yen; aud when, ye. 
make many prayers, I will not hear you. Waſp yes 
nale you clean, put awav the evil of your doings: 
from before mine Eyes. And in the 58th Chap. ver. 6. 
Is not this the Faſt that I have choſen ? to Jooſe the 
bands of wicked ne(3,to deal thy bread to the Hungry; 
then thou ſhalt call, and the Lord ſpall anſwer. - Our. 
buſineſs is to ſearch and try our ways, and tum te; 
the Loxy: fo iniquity ſhall not be our ruin. Every, 
one muſt examine and try himſelf, and ſee what's 
amiſs in his Heart and Life, in his Family and thoſe he 


is concerned with, & labour toReformall that he finds. 


diſhonourable to GOD, and wounding to Conſcience. 
and Religion; this is the only way to eſcape the Judg- 
ments which our fins deſerve. If Drunkenets and. 
Uncleaneſs, Pride and Worldlineſs, Falſchood and 


Hypocriſy, Irreligion and Profaneſs remain and in- 


creaſe, the Land will mourn. 


Ir we are ſtupid and inſenſible of our great, ſins, 
that will further our ruin. Iſai. 27. fr. It if a people 
ef no Underſtanding, therefore he that made them 
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will not have mercy bn them. If we are ſo unreaſo- 
nable, as to impute our ruin to GD, He can clear 


Himſelf of it. Ezek. 33. 10. Therefore, 0 ſon of Mas, 
"ſpeak unto the Houſe of Iſrael, thus ye ſpeak, ſaying, 4 
if our tranſgreſſions and ſins be _ us, and we pine 

away in them, how ſhould we live? Say unto them, / 
as I live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure | ; 
in rhe death of the wicked, bur that the wicked 

turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from 'v 
gour evil ways: for why will ye dy, O houſe of Tſrae} > / 
Therefore let us hearken to the Counſels of GO D's uf 
Word, and the warnings ef His Providence and b Wa 
Reforming our ſelves prepare to meet our GOD, le Je 
He meet us in the way of His Righteous Judgments. - = 


I's GOD would be pleaſed to pour out the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication upon this People, to convince 
them of their Sms, and make them fee His hand which 

is lifted up, and ſet them a praying unto Him, and 
28 themſelves, there would be yet hope fer us; 
r G0 D is yet waiting to be gracious, and looking 
for our fruits And O that we might now lay bold 
on the hope that is ſet before us, and fly from Sin 
and the Wrath to come, and bring forth fruits meet for 
| Repentance ! for the Lord's jan is iu bis hand, and 
e will throughly purge his floor, and gather tle 
beat into bis garner, but he will burn up the 

Chaff with unquenchable fire. 


Ap now ye righteous Ones, that fear the Lox p, 
and call on His Name; Sigh and Cry for the abomi- 
nations that are done in the midſt of us, by thoſe, 
who fay in their practice, The Lord hath forſaken 
the Earth, the Tord ſeeth not. Let the Prieſts, the 
Miniſters of the Lord, weep between the Porch and 
the Altar, and Jet them ſay, Spare thy people, O 
Lord, aud give not thine heritage to reproach ; 
auhere fore ſhould they ſay, Where is their God ? 
Seek ye the Los, all ye Meek of the Earth, ſeek 
Righteouſnels, feek Meekneſs; do what you 2 
| | for 
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for the Amendment of this People; it may be ye 
may be ſpared, and hid, in the Day of the Lon ns 
Anger. Mal. 3. 16. Then they rhat feared the Lord, 
ate often one to another, and the Lord hearkenwed 
and beard, and a book of remembrance was writtem 
before him, for them that feared the Tord, and that 
ehoughs upon his Namo; and they ſhall be mine, 
ſaith rhe Lord of Hoſts, in thas day when I make 
up my Jewels; and I wilt ſpare then, as a man 
rel his own ſon that ſerveth him. Then 2 
ye return, and diſcern between the righteous and the 
wicked, between him that ferveth God, and bin 
that ſerverh him 008. | 
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